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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 144 


[Abstract:] Wants information about a coin of 1799. 


Jno. R. McQuaid, 
Attorney at Law 
Eureka, H.B., Cal., 
February 19, 1889 


Supt. U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia 


Dear Sir — 


The inclosed paragraph suggests writing this inquiry. I have a gold coin of the United 
States dated 1799 — somewhat larger than a $5 piece but without designated value stamped upon 
it. Judges suppose it to have been worth about $6.00 originally. It is supposed to bear the vignette 
of Martha Washington (perhaps our ideal of Liberty) I received it from Col. Jackson who served 
as such from Texas in the Mexican war — and who received it from Genl. Jackson in 1832. It has 
other histories, but not important to my query. What is it? 


I have never seen any one who purported to have seen a coin like it — and if you can 
throw any light upon the subject - what is its value? (I mean intrinsic — as I do not intend parting 
with it) — why was not its value stamped upon it? And how much of such coin was coined in 
1799? I will be greatly obliged for your courtesy. 


Iam 
Respectfully &c 
Jno. R. McQuaid 


This penciling may give you a better idea of this coin. There are 13 small stars *** surrounding 
the eagles head. 


[Enclosed note one:] 


None of the U.S. Gold coins from the commencement of their coinage (1795) to 1806, 
have the denomination on them. We can know them only by their size. 


The coin described is a $5. Intrinsic value, at the present time is $5.30. 
[Enclosed note two:] 

The printed article is generally incorrect. It was not presented to the Superintendent. The 
Assayer never saw it. And we have not been looking for an example of this counterfeit for the 


last fifteen years to place in the Cabinet. 


The Cashier saw the piece and pronounced it a miserable piece of work, and so different 
from the genuine, that none need be deceived by it. 


